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Abstracts

Baseline investigation and policy suggestions on developing smart education
in Xiongan New District

Ronghuai Huang, Dejian Liu, Wei Yan, Rongxia Zhuang, Yanli Jiao, Xiaojing Lu and Haijun Zeng
Developing smart education in Xiongan New District is a strategic choice to realize “overtaking on
the curve” and an important measure to promote the coordinated development of Beijing, Tianjin and He-—
bei. Smart education emphasizes the great potential of the new generation of information technology in
promoting education. The construction of smart education is based on educational informationization, fo—
cusing step by step on the construction of an intelligent learning environment, a new teaching mode and
a modern education system. Smart education takes teaching mode innovation as the endogenous motive
force, improving regional education service. The baseline investigation of Xiongan New District shows that
the ratio of students to teachers is high, and many students return to Xiongan for schooling; the infra—
structure conditions like smart classrooms and computer networking are weak; teaching methodologies,
teachers and curriculum resources are difficult to meet the requirements of teaching mode innovation; the
financial funds for education are insufficient and teachers’ income is low. Implementing innovation—driven
strategies in four international bays proves that there is no universal innovation—driven model, each
adopting different models with different characteristics, but there is a common feature, the integration of
industry, education and research. This paper puts forward ten suggestions for the future development of
smart education in Xiongan New District.
Keywords: Xiongan New District; educational informationization; smart learning; smart education; teaching
mode; baseline investigation

Impact of social networking features of cMOOC WeChat groups on learners’
cognition development

Huimin Wang and Li Chen

The development of the Internet accelerates knowledge obsolescence calling for new education
modes. Connectivism, as a learning theory in the age of knowledge explosion, and its guiding mecha-
nism and effectiveness in teaching practice need to be identified and further analyzed. A Connectivist
Massive Open Online Course (cMOOC) is a specific application of connectivism in teaching practice, em—
phasizing interaction in learning to establish external personal network and internal knowledge network.
Focusing on learner interaction in a WeChat group of a cMOOC, using research instruments of social
network analysis and content analysis, the authors elaborate the external social networking characteristics
and their impact upon the learners’ internal cognition development. The conclusions are that, a. there ex-—
ist multiple key learners in the group, displaying a multi—center feature in the social network; b. the
learners can interact with others out of their own choice without interference from the tutors; c. the learn—
ers are widely active in various subgroups showing self-organized characteristics; d. active participation
in WeChat interaction helps promote the learners’ cognition development and improve the quantity and
quality of the learners’ knowledge generation; and e. the learners’ social networking relations can, to
some extent, predict the successfulness of their connectivist learning.
Keywords: connectivism; WeChat; MOOC; online course; social interaction; personal network; knowledge
network; cognitive participation; social network analysis; knowledge generation
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